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On May 27, four of us from “The Badminton World" editorial
staff and eight badminton fans who insisted on seeing the Thomas Cup
'79 played in its home country, Indonesia, took off from Narita by
Garuda Airways.

We landed at Denpasar, spent one night on Bali, and because
of the time difference had a little longer than usual 26 hour day.

At night, we enjoyed watching the traditional dance of Bali
and listening to their unique music with its drug-like effects.

Seeing the Southern Cross for the first time was a deeply moving
experience. Everyone smacked their lips and ate Indonesian food
with great relish.

The following day our dearest wish was finally granted when
we arrived in Jakarta and before we had a chance to settle down in
our hotel, we were off to Senayan, the site of the Thomas Cup ’79.

It was the first day of the semi-finals between Denmark, who
had already beaten ace Prakash’s team from India and advanced to the
finals, and Japan, who on that day had defeated Canada.

Indonesia, as you know, is extremely hot so matches usually
start from 7:00 at night. Before the matches started, the site was
enveloped in enthusiasm and the cone-shaped Senayan was filled to
overflowing with people who had come straight from work and children.

According to local newspaper reporters, there were about
15,000 people.

In Japan, it is quite difficult to attract such a large
audience to badminton tournaments so we were deeply impressed and
had to hand it to Indonesia where badminton is indeed their national
sport.

When the tournament started, however, to our disappointment
the matches were completely one-sided.

All K. Zeniya could do was to put up a good fight against

Liem Swie King and with a score of 4-0, the first day came to an end.

by Miwako Wakazono & Carolyn Matsuura

In the third singles match on the second day, Rudy Hartono,
who hasn’t played in a title match for a long time, defeated T. Tsuji
and Indonesia advanced to the finals.

The center of attention was Luis Pongoh, who at the early age
of 18 made his first appearance at the Thomas Cup '79.

Holding the shuttlecock facing downward in his left hand,
he serves and like magic, sends it flying up into the air.

In the first and second singles matches, he brought doun
Japan's K. Zeniya and M. Tsuchida easily and proclaimed his debut.

Luis’ appearance undoubtedly showed us Indonesia’s reserve
of power and there is the possibility of the second and third Liem
Swie Kings appearing on the scene in the future.

In contrast to Indonesia, Denmark is especially cold and due
to the heat, F. Delfs, S. Skovgaard, and M.F. Hansen were not in
the best condition. They were, perhaps, able to demonstrate only
half of their usual strength. Among them S. Pri, who is very
popular in Indonesia, was the only tenacious one.

Indonesia set an unequalled record of nine victories to zero
in the semi-finals and finals and won the Thomas Cup for the
seventh succesive time.

At any rate, rather than the tournament itself, what impressed
us most was how highly badminton is regarded in Indonesia.

We would merely be walking down the street and people would
call out to us, “Thomas Cup!” and “Kinji Zeniya!".

There is no doubt that Indonesia’s strength is due to the
amount of training the players go through and their constant efforts.
We feel, however, that it is also due to the fact that badminton is
very much a part of the lives of the people of Indonesia.

In any case, Japan should not just be astonished at Indonesia’s
overwhelming strength. We should make every effort to come at least

even one step closer to matching their strength.
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Synthetic String
With Finest Super Aromatic-Fiber

LEOINA HORN § & an original Toa Gosen product now being used by Tennis
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